FORM #105 


July 19, 1965 
MEMORANDUM 


TO Mr. Richard Picker | FROM Eric P. Newman 





Dear Dicks: 


You asked me to investigate matters concerning Crosby 15 
with the 1785 Confederatio combined with the 1786 Eagle. 


In the Mills Sale it is Lot #122 and sold for $155. It 
is illustrated..... or at least one side of the coin is illustrated. 
It is alleged to have come from Chapman, in 1899. The condition 
is not described. 


In the Seavey List #98 an uncirculated specimen is de- 
scribed but when the Parmalee Sale took place, Lot No. 600 is 
in Very Good condition and sold for $55. 


My recollection of the A, N. &. piece is that it is the 
coin in very good condition. 


The Massachusetts Historical Society is supposed to have 
the one from the Mills collection, through Appleton, but whether 
the Massachusetts Historical Society still kas it or not, I do 
not know. 


At least the foregoing accounts for two pieces and may 
account for three. 


The weight of the Mills piece is supposedly 13h grains 
but the weight ef each piece should be checked, 
Now, what do you know that I don't know? 


Cordially, 


EPN/atb 


P.O. BOX 123 ALBERTSON 


Fis ip | &p. A NEW YORK 11507 
char 1cKer AREA CODE 516 » MAYFAIR 1-0763 


7/22/65 





Thanks for the letter regarding the Crosby 15. I was hoping that you, or 
Mrs. Norweb, or somebody else owned one that I could borrow. I didn't 
realize that so few were known. Your last line asked what I know that 

you don't. My answer is enclosed. This piece was sent to me for auth- 
entication. I have my doubts about it, but, that’s all. The Confederatio 
side looks good, but the Eagle side looks suspicious. The edge is very 
porous. I've had X-Rays taken of it, and, if you think they might be of 
help, let me know, and I'11 forward them. I would have liked to have taken 
the X-Ray with a known genuine on the same plate, so that differences in 
density, etc. could be noted, but, couldn't find one. Yesterday, I spoke to the 
owner, and got permission to send it on to you. We'll both be anxious for 
your opinion. Also yesterday, I received pages 7-16 of the N.J. section 
from Ben. Haven't had a chance to look at it yet, but, hope to be able to 


spend some concentrated time with it over the week-end. I'm just up to my 
ears in work, and am also in the midst of moving my office from one room to 
another. All my books are packed, and the place is a mess. Just spoke to 


Henry at ANS. Their piece was purchased from W.T. Dolley thru Clapp in 
1942, and was the original Mills piece, 1904, lot # 122. ANS paid $225. 





~ 
P.O. BOX 123 ALBERTSON 


FROM ER : A | E&P. A NEW YORK 11507 
1char 1cKer AREA CODE 516 e MAYFAIR 1-0O763 
ie « 


It weighs 9.62 grams, which when multiplied by 15.432356 gives approx. 1485 grains. 
Since the Mills piece is plated, that can be checked, and if correct then the 

Mass Hist piece must have been the Parmalee or Seavey piece. fn, eas): plece 

may be the liberated one from Mass Hist if theirs is gone. The ANS piece is 

in pretty punk shape he mentioned, probably about like this, and that's another 
reason to be suspicious, since it's so much lighter, and in about the same 
condition. So, we have another project on our hands. If you haven't already 

sent it, please let me have the report on the Continental dollar, on the 

fancy stationery. And now, back to work. 


Kindest regards, 


oimcerely, 


P.S. Mike Kolman is auctioning Oscar Schilke's collection of Colonial 
and Continental paper at the Blue Ridge convention, Aug 5-8. There 
are some good things in it, and the prices realized may be helpful. 


RICHARD PICKER, Inc. pare_JrV/e NO 538 


(Lt VE 


P. O. BOX 123 ALBERTSON i ae) NO it if 
L- 
VY NEW YORK 11507 Mize <a 


MAYFAIR 1-O763 Ad Lee Bao 
Reval (a Ss a ea eee 








ITEM 


_————_$_—_—————— 
4 L g | | 
F. GA 2K d L, c 
G 








duly 26, 1965 


Mr,Henry Grunthal | 3 Eric P. Newman 


Dear Henry: 


Dick Picker has asked me to help him on the matter of 
the 1785 CONFEDERATIO + 1786 EAGLE, which is Crosby No, 15. 


I would like to know, specifically, the relationship 
of the back to the front on your piece. If you hold the Con- 
federatio side in a position so that the five vertical stars 
are on tne vertical axis and you rotate the coin on this axis, 
where does the axis fall on the other side? 


- I would be most appreciative of this information. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 








July 26, 1965 


Mr. John Cushing 

Massachusetts Historical Society 
115 Boylston Ste 

Boston 15, Mass. 


Dear Mrs Cushing: 


‘With respect to my telephone inquiry, I wouwld 


like to have some information on an American copper coin 
known as the 1785 CONPEDERATIO-1736 EAGLE, This coin 
was in the Appleton collection, It is Nos 15 on the 
Crosby plate. 3 


Would you be nice enough to juaniine your 


olece and to let me know the Felationshsp of the front 
to the back. 


axis? 


PNA tb 





If you hold the Contederatie ies so that the 


five vertical stare ere on @ vertical axis and you rotate 
the coin on that vertical axis, exactly what parts on the 
top and bottom of the cther side are on the same vertical 


I would also like to know the weight of your 
piece end any other pa teens tion. which the pppaeten ine 
ventory discloses, . 


Your cooperation will be most appreciated. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN RUN SHETTY 
EDUCATION BOS IETS . 





- Indinica pr pe ‘app ppeatencd. | as this piece is mentioned 

by Crosby as being owned by Appleton in 1875. ‘Crosby 
mentions others as being owned by Appleton, but 

you do not seem to find them. The coin about whieh .. 


‘spparently, | not “theres : 


rf you find ‘the ‘Appleton List at should eontein 
many . of his Colonial coins and I am 
to rece ving @ copy of it, You might 

B AcRRe bee: tarned his collection over 





FORM #105 


TO 


July 28,1965 
MEMORANDUM 


Mr. Richard Picker | FROM Eric P.Newman 


Dear Dicks 
In connection with the Confederatio Crosby 15,which you 
sent me, I believe it is important for me to know as much 
of the pedigree of this coin as can be obtained and would 
appreciate it if you would ask the owner for the period he 
has held it and from whom he acquired it, etc. 
This may be quite helpful to me in my studyo@f it. 
Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


FORM #105 


July 30, 1965 





MEMORANDUM 
Mr. Henry Grunthal | 
To American Numismatic Society __!|_FROM __Erie p, Newman ___ 


Dear Henrys 

Would you add to my recent inquiry the specific gravity 
of the 1785 CONFEDERATIO + 1786 EAGLE (Crosby No. 15). 

This will be helpful to me in my study of the coin 


under inquiry. 
Cordially, 


EPN/eatd 


CABLE ADDRESS TELEPRBONE 


“NUMISMA"NEW YORK AUDUBON 6-3030 





THE-AMERICAN:NUMISMATIC:‘SOCIETY 


(FOUNDED 1858 + INCORPORATED !I865) 


BROADWAY: BETWEEN :‘1557T4-ann-1567T-STs- 


NEW ‘YORK: ew 1O0 32 


August 12, 1965 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri (63105) 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letters of July 26th and 
30th. Iam sorry I could not answer at an earlier date but I have just _ 
returned from a three week vacation in Canada. 


I regret to say that I cannot supply you with the specific 
gravity of Crosby No. 15 the 1785 Confederatio cent since we are not 
equipped to do it. The only specific gravity tests we made were for 
gold coins, 


With regard to the die position, please be advised that the 
reverse die is struck at 12 o'clock. 


Looking forward to seeing you at the Houston Convention, 
I remain with kind regards 


Very sincerely yours, 


, 


th 


Henyy unthal 
Cuvyatof of European Coins 
HG:rb 


Massachusetts Historical Society 
1154 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON 15, MASSACHUSETTS 


August 16, 1965 


Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri: 


Dear Mr, Newman: 


Since last writing I have spent considerable time 
on the matter of the coins and the lists, 


I have found Mr, Appleton's manuscript list of coins: 
and medals, but it is of little help to us. The Gescrip- 
tions are cryptic and general, giving no weights nor 
special characteristics of particular coins. 


Second, the list was made some years before his 
collection came here; thus there is no assurance that 
items were not added before we took possession or, con- 
versly, that he did not dispose of items before we acquired 
the collection, 


Third, the typed list of our coins appears to have 
been prepared by Mr. Storer in 1912. Of this we have 
only the carbon copy which is bulky and in wretched 
condition, I cannot find in that list either the sStiver 
or the Confederatio cent. But neither can I finda 
mentioned a few other coins selected from the collection 
at random, In short, the list is quite unreliable, I 
am having it copied and plan to put it in good order as 
soon as possible, 


Fourth, a large segment of our collection came as 
a gift from Henry Adams, To date I have found’ only 
his manuscript list of ancient gold pieces, 


I have found some slight and inconclusive indications 
that the coins in mention were once ours but there is 
much more to be done before a case can be established, 


If you are still interested in this matter might I 
enlist your assistance? If so, I would appreciate any 


Mr, Newman 
August 16, 1965 
Page 2, 


references you might have, or know about, that would locate 
the two coins in mention as part of our collection, 


Also, can you tell me if the Stiver could be known 
by any other name and if, by chance, it classifies as 
a@ token rather than a coin, I shall attempt to utilize 
fully any clues you may be able to provide, 


In conclusion, I am sorry to be so totally disorganized 
on this matter, The records accompanying the collection 
have been in disuse for over twenty-five years, have been 
scattered and abused, I am attempting to re-assemble and 
reconstruct them, and it will be interesting to see 
what results obtain from the effort, 


Sincerely, 


John D, Cushing 
Librarian 
JIDC/g 


ait 
August 19, 1965\ 


Mr. Richard: Picker \\ 
P. 0. Box 123 
Albertson, New York 11507 


Dear Dick?’ 


You submitted, for our opinion, a specimen of the 
muling of the 1785 Confederatio with the 1786 Eagle, which is 
Crosby Plate VII, No. 15. This is very good to fine condition. 


I have beon Studying the coih very carefully and 
have taken a photograph. It weighs 112-3/), grains and has a 
specific gravity of 9.90. The specific gravity is sound. The 
weight is mueh lighter than any other specimen. 


I notice that the Confederatio side is well struck 
compared with the Eagle side which is weak, rough and granulated, 
from other than wear. The edge is nice. Turning the coin through 
its vertical axis gives an upright position to both sides. The 
lower left leg of M in UNUM has an interesting heavy défect. I 
have made nd ,xerey: tests. 


ge belive the coin submitted is quite genuine and it 
is returned herewith. 


Shere is another specimen at the American Numismatic 
Society as you know which is somewhat similar in appearance. The 
ANS pieee traces itself back to the Mills Sale of aeObs Lot 122. 
It weighs 148% grains. 


The Seavey ‘eel iesticn ‘Lise shows an uncirculated 
specimen (No. 98), but Parmelee owned the Seavey collection then 
and when the Parmelee ale took place in 1890, Lot 600 was listed 
in "very good" condition and there was no uncireculated specimen. 
I do not know where the uncirculated specimen is at this time or 
if there was an error in the Meaeraptaen of condition. 


I asked about the pedigree of the subject coin and none 
was forthcoming other than it was in the possession of dealer George 
‘Bauer before his death and was sold by his heirs to Dave Dokus. I 
am advised that there were 32 coins sold by the Bauer estate to 
_ Dokus and one of those is the New England Stiver. I have been 

iprontees a list of the other coins in that Groupe Be 


The New England Stiver and several Goafederation were 
in the dppléton collection, which collection was given to the 
gt cana: Historical Society in 191k. 


I was advised by Si ‘ Johnson about twenty-five years 


hee, that the Massachusetts Historical. ised had a i, aroat many 


4 Ni 


ME. Richard Picker Rane August 19, 1965 
oN | : | 

Appleton .cdins stolen. I have heard it from others. I have also 

leamned that the New England Stiver, which has been known to be 

unique, is not to be found at the Massachusetis HistoricalSociety. 

There is gnly one Confederatio type in the Massachusetts Historical 


Society collection, that being an Inimice variety. 


: / i therefore feel that certéin additional facts must de 
determined as to pedigree of the subject coin. George Bauer was a 
well informed coin dealer and so far as I know never offered to 
sell this piece or the Stiver in his lifetime. He nay have been 
concerned. It is particularly important that the purchase record 
- Of George Bauer with respect to the acquisition ofthis group of 
coing/ be located, if possible. | 
| 


j 


re Hees  & whiz appreciate any further data your sources ean 


ies aaa 
oe eae 
f A ee ieee eet a 
| ERIC P, NEWMAN 
EPNem President 


Registered MailsRRR 





August 19, 1965 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P. 0. Box 123 


Albertson, New York 11507 


Dear Dick? 


You submitted, for ovr opinion, a specimen of the 
‘muling of the 1785. Confederatio with the 1786 Eagle, which is 
Grosby Plate VII, No. 15. ‘This is very good to fine condition. 


I have been studying the coin very carefully and 
have taken a photograph. It weighs 112-3/h grains and has a 
specific gravity of 9.0. The specific gravity is sound. The 
weight is much lighter than any other specimen. 


I notice that the Confederatio side is well struck 
compared with the Eagle side which is weak, rough and granulated, 
from other than wear. The edge is nice. Turning the coin through 
its vertical axis gives an upright position to both sides. The 
lower left leg of M in UNUM has an interesting heavy defect. I 
have made no x-ray tests. 


I believe the coin submitted is quite genuine and it 
is returned herewith. 


there is another specimen at the American Numismatic 
Society as you know which is somewhat Similar in appearance. The 
ANS piece traces itself back to the Mills Sale of 190h, Lot 122. 
It weighs 143% grains. | ee 


The Seavey collection list shows an uncirculated 
specimen (No. 98), but Parmelee owned the Seavey collection then 
and when the Parmelee sale took place in 1890, Lot 600 was listed 
in "very good" condition and there was no uncirculated specimen. 
I do not know where the uncirculated specimen is at this time or 
if there was an error in the description of condition. 


I asked about the pedigree of the subject coin and none 
was forthcoming other than it was in the possession of dealer George 
Bauer before his death and was sold by his heirs to Dave Dokus. I 
am advised that there were 32 coins sold by the Bauer estate to — 
Dokus and one of those is the New England Stiver. I have been 
promised a list of the other coins in that group. 


; fhe New England Stiver and several Confederatios were 
in the Appleton colleetion, which collection was given to the 
Massachusetts Historical Society in 191k. | > Bi 


I was advised by B. G. Johnson about twenty-five years 
ago, that the Massachusetts Historical Society had a great many 


Mr.\Richdrd Picker Lo eS Peete a ee eS 
Rae | pee : need a Gee ; 
Appleton coins stolen. 1 have heard it from others. I have also 
lecrned that the New England Stiver, which has been known to be | 
unique, is not to be found at the Massachusetts HistoricalSociety. 


There is only one Confederatio type in the Massachusetts Miaverteey 
ehncshe f sollection, that. Berns an Inimica variety. 





eae ' Siecerere. réei wnat certain additional facta must be 
determined as to pedigree of the subject coin. Georges Bauer was a 
well informed coin dealer and so far as I know never offered to ~ 
sell this piece or the Stiver in his lifetime. He may have been 
concerned. It is particularly important that the purchase record 
of George Bauer with respect to the acquisition ofthis group of 
coins be located, if possible. 


he will appresiave any further data your sources can. 


| Sincerely, 
ERIC P. NEWMAN 
President 
EPNsm. 


beaterss Mail:RRR 


October 5, 1965 


Mr. John D, Cushing, Librarian 
Massachusetts Historical Society 
115k Boylston Street 

Boston 15, Mass. 


Dear Mr, Cushing? 


| Your letter of August 16, 1965 must have arrived the 
dey I left for my vacation in Africa, 


I am glad you found Mr, Appleton's manuscript list 
and it is very important to khow what it says concerning Con+ 
federatio coinage, as even the most minimal identifications 
ere important. It is not necessary that it gives weights or 
special characteristics. To my knowledge, Mr. Appleton did 
not dispose of any of his coins, 


I wish you could send me a photocopy of the portion 
of the manuscript list which relates to the coins of the early 
American period prior to the United States issues, 


When you finish typewriting the 1912 Storer list, I 


would like to have copies of the Colonial section of that. 


I have been sent,for examination, the New Englend Stiver. 
It is now in my possession. It is the identical coin in the 
Seaby Catalogue of 1873, in Crosby, and in the Parmalee Cata- 
logue of 1890. It is the only specimen known, Assuming it 
is not a fake coin, which is a very rash assumption, I think 
it is important that you give me the evidence which you have 
that it once belonged to the Massachusetts Historical Society. 


You asked me if the Stiver could be known by any other 
name and be in eae class with tokens. The answer is “yes" if 


Colonial tokens are separately listed, 


I will be more than glad to help you if you will just 
send me photocopies of the American material prior to 1790, 
There cannot be too much, is 


Sincerely yours, 


. BRIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 


Bf _-BDUGATIDN SOCIETY 


December 28,1965 


Mr. Devid L. Dokus 
315 Mountain Avenue 
Murray Hill, New Jersey 


Dear Mr. Dokus: 


I examined and studied a specimen you sent me through 
Richerd Picker of the 1785 Confederatio with Large Stars 
combined with the 1786 Eagle. This private Federal pattern 
is the variety illustrated on Crosby Plate VII-15. It is in 
very good to fine eondition end weighs 112-3/h grains. It 
hes several deep and worn dents on the shield, the two prine- 
cipel ones being an oval dent in the lower part of the 
horizontally lined portion left of center and ae gash in the 
second vertically striped bar from the right. 


The specific grevity is 9.0. The Confederatio side is 
well struck compered with the Eagle side which is rough 
end weak from other than wear. The edge is plain and normel. 
If turned through a vertical axis it is in an upright position 
on both sides. The lower left leg of M in UNUM has a heavy 
defect caused by an error in die cutting. 


You have asked my opinion about the coin and I find it 
to be quite genuine. . 


The American Numismatic Society has a specimen which 
is quite similer in condition, weighs 1)8-1/2 grains,and 
ean be traced to Lot 122 of the Mills Sale. 


The George F, Seevey Catalog of 1873 shows an uneirculated 
specimen as Item 98. Parmelee bought the Seavey collection, 
intact, in 1873 but when Parmelee's collection was sold in 
1890 his specimen (Lot 600) was listed as "very good". Wo 


uncirculated specimen hes ever been otherwise mentioned or 


known. It is possible that the uncirculated designation 


- Was an error in the Seavey list. Crosby described Permelee's 
specimen as weighing 13) grains. 


ss 


i ae 


“Ze. Ss December 28, 1965 


Mre David L. Dokus 


Whether three or four specimens sre known does not 


meterially affect the rerity of this muling. 


The pedigree of the coin examined is unknown other 
then thet George J, Bauer owned it prior to his death in 
1961. I do not believe he ever offered it for sale and 
I em advised thet it became part of his estate. 


No Xeray study of the coin has been made and I do not 
think it will be of any perticuler benefit. 


 Thenk you for making it possible for me to see it. 


Sincerely yours, 


‘ERIC P,. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


atb 


Bowers and Merena — Confederatio Coppers 
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| e e | 
| 1785 Confederatio Small Circle/ 
. | e e 
| 1787 Excelsior Copper Reverse Muling 
| The Parmelee Coin 
| Sole Example Traced | 
r ) First Auction Appearance This Century 
| | 
i | 
| | 
| 2627 1785 Confederatio copper reverse, small circle type, muled with ing statistical survey as evidence for this assertion. 
the 1787 Excelsior copper reverse, usual arrows placement type. Variety Die Axis Weight 
i | F12 to 15. Crosby dies 2-H, Plate VII, 21. Rarity-8, the sole speci- Conted aS 
men traced (another reported, unconfirmed). 113.5 grains. ce ee 150 148.6 grains 
i | 27.5mm. 5° (using Confederatio as ‘‘obverse’’). Golden brown erie ni pines 138.0 
| high points, dark brown surfaces. Both sides porous. Excelsior 27 
| reverse usually weak on last two date numerals; Confederatio 148.4 
| reverse usually weak on ray below R. Slightly off center on the Confederatio 345° 1177 
i| Excelsior side, with tops of BU and most of neighboring S off Large Circle 112.4 
1 | flan. Top of U of UNUM also off flan. 112.2 
The only specimen definitely attested, another is reported but Excelsior 185° 142.8 
not known confirmed. This example referred to by Crosby, Pages Eagle Left 148.9 
317-318, weight given there of 114 grains, as ex Parmelee Collec- 1344 
tion. Crosby's plate, however, is of the obverse and reverse of two . 
different, unrelated coins. Not offered for public sale in any auc- Excelsior 185 134.0 
tion in this century. A muling of the 1785 Confederatio small cir- Eagle Right 153.0 
cle reverse with the 1787 Excelsior Eagle reverse, normal arrows 148.4 
placement die. Neither die appears to have been very worn at Transposed 190° 141.6 
the time of their muling. Arrows 165.5 
Based on die axis and weight statistics, this specimen fits with Purchased privately from New Netherlands Coin Com 
: : ; : privatelt I i pany on July 
| the Confederatio Large Circle pieces, rather than the Small Cir- 26, 1956; earlier, ex Buck Collection, Dr. Henderson. 1 
cle Confederatios or the Excelsior coppers. We offer the follow- 
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